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Introduction 
Many organisations are requesting that the 
government use this opportunity of having to 
reassess policies on account of the Covid 19 virus to 
reset the environment agenda. Social media has been 
full of the public’s delight at cleaner air, clear night 
skies, sounds of nature, and the slowing of the pace 
of life. It also became apparent that our way of life in 
how we shopped, and how we conducted our business 
i.e. working from home, was creating a different 
landscape. High streets no longer needed so many 
shops and office blocks would no longer be necessary 
for many companies. However, what has not changed 
is the requirement of housing and it is this marriage 
of these two situations that SOSCA and the 
Manhood Action Group (MPAG) have been 
advocating i.e. to convert shops and redundant 
offices in to housing to rejuvenate our high streets.  
 
AL6 
This issue, of converting 85 hectares of land south of 
Chichester into a commercial/housing development, 
was highlighted in The Chichester Observer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It would require the building of a raised road to link 
from Stockbridge over the land to Fishbourne.  This 
would go against many of Chichester District 
Council policies such as - the protection of the views 
of our cathedral, of building across a recognised flood 
plain, of building on Grade 1 (excellent) and Grade 2 
(very good) agricultural land, and  contribute even 
further to the already high pollution levels at 
Fishbourne roundabout further exacerbating the 
current traffic problems and accident rate. 
 
SOSCA has put forward an alternative use of this 
valuable land which will negate all the above broken 
policies and will create a long-term sustainable future 
which will benefit the entire area. 
 
Please read the full Report in our RESEARCH 
section in www.sosca.org.uk 
 

 



 

 

 
IMAGE: Scan from the official report from Chichester District Council 
 

Pagham 
The hard-working action group P.A.G.A.M. having 
been fighting developments in their area from 
damaging their vitally important wetlands for the 
annual migrations, from nitrates and raw sewage 
entering Pagham Harbour a highly protected 
national asset, and other issues.  The most recent 
development application, if allowed would downgrade 
the International and National protections of the 
entire harbour area.  The action group requested that 
we support them.  SOSCA then wrote a report on 
the long-term damage to the area and sent it to the 
local MPs, to Chichester and Arun District Council 
and Councillors, and to the Chichester and Bognor 
Observer.  
 
Housing Numbers 
There is a great deal of disquiet across our Parish 
Councils on this issue.  SOSCA is putting together 
research on how the numbers are arrived at, how they 
‘should’ be arrived at, the variance between ‘want’ and 
‘need’, the demographics of areas, the interpretation 
of ‘sustainability’, the change in circumstances as a 
result of Covid 19, the lack of affordable/social 
housing, and other issues.  
Whilst this is of nationwide concern, (and we hope to 
draw this issue to the attention of national media), 
our local situation is unique. It is squeezed between 
the AONB of Chichester Harbour with its 
internationally designated wetlands and the sea and 
the South Downs National Park, and, the flood plain 
that is the Manhood Peninsula.   

This is an ongoing and comprehensive research which 
will take time to assimilate but will form part of our 
evidence base.  We shall be updating the situation on 
a regular basis and will inform our supporters of 
progress on our site. 
 
Flooding  
This is the subject that filled our media throughout 
this winter and early spring. It is also, in many areas, a 
repeat occurrence every winter and is the cause of 
huge distress to whole communities.  Climate 
Change and the rise in sea levels are a known fact.  
What is not known is the cost of our Government’s 
policies to counter this now regular situation.   
SOSCA has been researching the costs to the nation 
financially by raising serious insurance questions, and 
the costs to the nation environmentally, that are the 
result of continuing to allow short term unsustainable 
developments in known flood plains.  
 
Contact 
If you have any comments or ideas on the above, 
please do get in touch. We welcome any input, any 
links, any connections. 
 
Email us via contact@sosca.org.uk 


